
  	  

  

 

 	  

GOOD PRACTICE RESEARCH 

SUMMARY 

LABoral Art and Industrial Creation Centre, Gijon, Spain 
http://www.laboralcentrodearte.org/ 
 
In short 

Actual purpose Artistic, cultural and educational purposes 
/ Art and industrial creation centre (since 
2007) 

Original purpose Original: Miners’ Orphanage  
Secondary: University Laboral Vocational 
Training workshops – vocational 
universities to train young people in various 
trades (construction date: 1945–1949; 
closure date: late 80s) 

State of the building Completely renovated (11 million euros) 

Surface 14,338 m2 

Status Private foundation 

Employees Five permanent and more on contract 

Yearly costs (2010) 2,900,000 EUR = 
Operational costs: 53% 
Infrastructure-related costs: 14% 
Salaries: 17% 
Program costs: 22% 

Budget sources Municipality: 42.78%  
State: 17.62% 
Other and Own: 40% 

Program 100% own program 

No. of visitors per year (2010) 90,000 

City population 277,000 

 
 
Short descript ion 
LABoral is an exhibition centre for art, science, technology and advanced visual 
industries. It is also a venue for artistic and technological production, research and 
training, as well for a residency program and the dissemination of new forms of art and 



  	  

  

 

 	  

industrial creation. At the same time, it wants to promote Asturias’ artistic creation and 
also its relation to industry. As such, it is a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary place for 
dialogue between art and industrial creation, between artists, designers, scientists, 
researchers, teachers and audiences.  
 
Space 
Exhibition spaces: 4,094 m² 
Workshops and labs: 498 m² 
Performance / audiovisual studio: 366 m² 
Mediatheque: 170 m² 
Storage area: 500 m² 
Lab_lounge (Lobby): 1,090 m² 
LABcafé: 1,113 m² 
South Courtyard: 347.33 m² 
 
Programme orientation  
LAboral aims to: 
- Become an international reference for art, science and new technologies by 
encouraging the creation of highly qualified productions. 
- Foster international dialogue between creators, scientists and experts from different 
backgrounds. 
- Discover new values in art and industrial creativity (emerging and experimentation). 
- Promote interaction with wider audiences, as well as a knowledge and appreciation of 
new trends in art, science and technology. 
- Project industrial art creation in Asturias and encourage its knowledge and appreciation 
in international art circuits, thus contributing to the creation of a cutting-edge and 
innovative image for Asturias. 
Even though research, training and dissemination/education are stated to be one of the 
more important objectives of LABoral, it is surprising that LABoral hasn’t established any 
collaboration with the Univerisity of Laboral, inside which premises LABoral is situated 
and which in its past hosted vocational training activities. 
 
Programme structure 
Exhibitions 
- Annual exhibitions of visual arts. 
- Annual exhibitions of industrial creation.  
- Four annual projects selected by the centre’s Projects Office.  
- One exhibition specifically focused on Asturias. 
Laboratories and Workshops 
- Four areas: research, training, production and application.  
- Plataforma Cero is the production and investigation area of the centre. 
- The centre as a generator of knowledge, production and dissemination.  
- Search for synergies among the various projects. Research and experimental activities 
aimed at increasing knowledge on given subjects. 
Training 
- Theory and practical training courses and dissemination for specific sectors.  
- Training associated with the research programmes in laboratories and in the field of 



  	  

  

 

 	  

exhibitions.  
- Collaboration with industry. 
Production/Projects Office 
- Receives and selects proposals submitted by: artists, teachers, curators and other 
experts.  
- Channels the production and materialisation of the chosen projects. 
Application 
- To create technologies and products with commercial purposes based on research 
carried out at the centre.  
- To cater to the interests of industry by involving them in R&D projects. 
Other Programmes: Awards; Presentations; Festivals; Concerts; Grants and 
Publications; Programme for Schools. 

Status and management 
LABoral operates in the building of the Government of the Principality of Asturias (El 
Principado de Asturias) and is managed by the Fundación La Laboral Centro de Arte y 
Creación Industrial. The Foundation is a cultural not-for-profit organisation established to 
set in motion and manage the centre and to ensure the intellectual and financial 
feasibility of it. The Foundation is ruled by private law and consists of different 
corporations, public institutions and companies. LABoral was developed under the 
auspices of the Government of the Principality of Asturias. The complex of LABoral is 
managed by the RECREA ASTURIAS – a public company of the Principality of Asturias. The 
Foundation takes care of all maintenance costs and does not pay rent to the Principality 
of Asturias. The Foundation pays an administration fee to the City of Culture – which is 
ruled by the Principality of Asturias (Recrea). 

 

  


